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ADVERTISEMENT. 


was compoſed thirteen years ago, the 
Author has been induced to lay it be- 


fore the public, apprehending, that if 
the ſtate of this country was at that 


time awful and alarming, it is rot 


leſs ſo now. ---Should it be the means 


of awakening any to a ſerious exami- 
nation of themſelves and of their ſitu- 
ation, he will feel the leſs regret that 


he has long been diſabled by ſevere 


illneſs from continuing his accuſtom- 
ed labours as a Miniſter of the Goſ pel. 


| Your, Maxcn 5 155 | 


| LT noven the following diſcourſe 


T3 


ads 5 the fame AUTHOR: 


I. Three SERMONS on the : FAST-DAYS, 1 76, 1789 
and 1781. [1 — uf 


n. One SERMON on the THANESGIVING-DAT, 
1784. 1 
* In th preſs, and ſpeedily to be publifhed, Dis- 
| COURSES on the PROVIDENC E and GOVERN. 
MENT of GOD. : | 


Iv. A SELECTION of PSALMS for SOCIAL WOR: 
SHIP; And, 


V. A SERMON on the DEATH of the Ho EDWARD : 
| SANDERCOCK. c5 No og 


— 


FAST SERMON, 


ISAIAH, X. 4 


0 ron ALL THIS HIS ANGER 18 NOT "TURNED AWAT, BUT 
1 HAND | IS STRETCHED our STILL.” = 


1 Brace! is among the moſt deſirable of 

earthly bleſſings; in the language of Scrip- 
ture it comprehends them all. War, univer- | 
fally, even by thoſe who have not ſuffered 
from it, if their hearts have not by ſome 
means been hardened paſt feeling, is con- 
ſidered as a great calamity, and in the ar- 
rangements of the word of God, it ſtands 
among the moſt deciſive tokens of the divine 

diſpleaſure, and is claſſed with peſtilence and 
famine; thoſe ſcourges by which the God of 
nations rebukes and corrects their iniquities, 


7 


Nor HING but invinclble neceſlity will com- 
pel a prudent governor to unſheath the ſword, | 
While he draws it to defend himſelf, even 
from the injuries of men, he may precipitate 
upon himſelf and upon his country the righte- 


\ . w — 
—— ——— ——ͤ—— 


6 Fen SERMON, 


cous chat ente of God, for bis own and 7 
his people's iniquity: While he ſees nothing 


but his own hand ftretched out to advantage 


himſelf of his enemies, and at the point per- 
| haps of ſubduing them beneath his feet, the 
fact may be, that the hand of God is ſtretched 
out over him in kind compaſſion to reclaim 
him, or in righteous indignation to break his 
power, and to make his plagues wonderful, 


-. unjuſt war may fill up the meaſure of a 


BONNY FEATS i 1 Ht ot if er Ont AA . . Ones PE Se rot. 


_ nation's iniquities, and even a juſt one may 
be the ruin of an ill- deſerving poop. 


In which X theſe claſſes the war wherein 


we are now entangled ſtands, you have your 


opinion, and I have mine. I have never yet 
been fortunate enough to be convinced by 
any argument that undertook to juſtify it in 
point either of neceſſity, or equity, or policy. 
The meaſures by which it was brought on, 
the promptitude with which it was begun, 
che alacrity with which it was purſued, the 
mode in which it has been levied, the perſe- 
verance with which it is adhered to, ſay no- 
thing comfortable to this country. The ini- 

quities and infatuations of a people afford no 
topics from which to prove, that the hand of 
| God i is not ſtretched out againſt them, 5 


wenne E ²˙⁰ wü ˙ rr 


„„ 


Ir we cannot find ſuch arguments in the 
War itſelf, which however juſt, might rea- 
ſonably be conſidered as a token of divine diſ- 
pleaſure; ſhall we find theſe arguments in its 

iſſues? In the ſucceſs of it abroad? In the ef- 
fects of it at home? Where then are the vic- 
tories that have ſhewn God to be our confe- 
derate? Where are the pacifications that have 
| ſhewn God to be our negociator? Where has 
been that temperate wiſdom that, on the 
ground of advantage, promiſed to erect over- 
tures of peace? Where is that juſt ſubmiſhon _ 
to the rebukes of Heaven that hath learnt to 
forbear what God will not forward? Is there 
no truth in that aphoriſm of the wiſe man, 
that © when a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he 
„makes even his enemies to be at peace with 
him?“ If there is, then, ſince God makes 
thoſe. who were at peace with us, our ene- 
mies, and keeps them ſuch, our ways do not 
pleaſe him, In the craſh of arms, Provi- 
dence ſays nothing ſoothing to you. In the 
ſucceſſive defeats of your forces, Providence 
b confers no honours on you. * The {miles of 


Boos 


 * Omitted in the laſt FREY: cc In the coldnefs with 
* which thoſe whoſe alliance you have courted ſtand 

c aloof from you, and the firmneſs of the bonds in which 
© they have combined themſelves againſt you, there is ng 
* friendſhip of Heaven to be found. 


\ 


> SERMON. 


Providence are not ſeen in che temper of 
your enemies, they are not ſeen i in your own 


= temper. The flight of peace reveals nothing 


of them. In the profuſion of your treaſures 
and your blood, without any better fruits 
than the growing burdens and depopulation 
of your country; in the poverty, which if it 
is not come, is coming on the public and on 
individuals as an armed man; in the diſaſters 
that are continually ſpreading aching hearts, 
and anxious looks, and ſable weeds among 
the families of Britain, there is no evidence 
that the anger of God is turned away from 
us; in the paſſions, in the counſels, in the 
circumſtances that make you ſtill the mur- 
derers of the peace of others and your own, 
there is much ſtronger evidence that ” his arm 
is ſtretched out ſtillk.“ us 


* IT will hardly be alleged that the apprehenſions en- 
tertained when this diſcourſe was written were merely 
imaginary, becauſe no great calamity actually followed; 
for to what Myxe does this amount, than that the judg- 
ments of God, then threatened, were in mercy ſuſpended? 
But if it be true, that the national character unreformed, 
is till the ſame; if it be true, that there is till among 
us the ſame irreligion, the ſame diſſipation, the ſame want 
of integrity, the ſame obſtinate adherence to parliamen- 
tary imperfections, which they themſelves might eaſily, 
legally, and effectually redreſs, the ſame traffic in human 
blood]; does it ſpeak any comfort to us now that the mercy 


SERMON. . 


Bur if no better be the language of the 
things which are preſent with you, is there 
any thing more encouraging in your pro- 
ſpects and your hopes? The downward ten- 
dency of all your circumſtances is not the 
ſource from which you can derive any hope 
of recovery and elevation. The underſtand- 
ings and the hearts that have withſtood the 
inſtruction of events, in ſo ſingular a degree 
unproſperous and ruinous, afford you no 
ground on which to build any pleaſing ex- 
pectations. Do the ſame counſellors, the 

fame counſels, the ſame ſupports, ſtill unſna- 

ken, the fame influence ftill unreſtrained, 
promiſe you a revolution of good ſucceſs, 

and inſpire you with better hopes than 
hitherto you have had of the things that 
make for peace? Your beſt hope of it, I fear, is 
in your own growing inability to keep up 
the conteſt in which you are involved: But 
what a gloomy hope is that? To what a 
length may deſtructive hoſtilities ' proceed? 
And in what a peace muſt a negociation, dic- 
tated and compelled by last circumftanees, 
3 


and forbearance of God, as well as his threatened judg- 
ments, ſhould equally have failed to produce repentance? 3 


Hence does it follow, that becauſe x we were en ſpared, 
We have norhing t to fear r now? 


%%öͤͥf 


. ine? The language of ſuch a peace aud be 


as plain and forcible as the language of ſuch 
a wor, to make us underſtand fully, that the 
anger of God is not turned away, but that | 


< his hand! 1s 3 out Niall,” * 


17 fuck then be the Mag hage of war in 


general, of this war in particular, in its ſuc- 


ceſs, as well as in itſelf, if ſuch be the lan- 


guage not only of our preſent circumſtances 


but alſo of our probable expectations, to 
what refuge can you betake yourſelves for 


: conſolation? Can you find it in your charac- 
ter? From your circumſtances it might be 


preſumed, that your character in the com- 
mencement of theſe calamities was not what 
it ought to have been, and that by the pro- 


greſs of them it has not been reformed. It 


might be aſked, Would the ſcourge of war 


have been lifted up to chaſtiſe a guiltleſs na- 


tion? It might be aſked, Would its ſtrokes 
have been redoubled to diſcourage a reform- 
ing people? But I will admit, that in the caſe | 
of nations, as well as individuals, it is uncan- 
did, unrighteous, and unſafe, to preſume 


their characters from their circumſtances. A 
virtuous people may be unfortunate, as well as 


2 virtuous man, and vicious nations may be 


proſperous, as well as vicious individuals, It 


4 
Y 


- SERMON, , It 


is often ſaid, but it is a poſition which Tam 


not prepared either to ſupport or to aſſent to, 


that nations as nations, muſt have their retribution 
in this world. This world is not a retributary 
fate; and it is in the world to come that men 
of every denomination and every condition 
are to anſwer for their conduct, not in 
reſpect of ſome circumſtances and relations 
only, but of all. As the wiſdom of God may 
have good reaſons for viſiting individuals 
with proſperities in which he does not mean 
to own their integrity and to recompence it, 
and with afflictions in which he does not 
mean to convict them of demerit and to 
puniſh it; ſo alſo in diſpenſing the circum- 
ſtances of nations and communities, the pro- 
vidence of God may have many wiſe and 


gracious purpoſes to accompliſh that are not 
in any ſort dependent on their characters. 
| Nevertheleſs that the righteous Lord loveth 
„ righteouſneſs and is angry with the wicked 


_ © every day,“ is as true of nations, as it is of 


individuals. In this world the general tenor 


a his adminiſtration ts the ſame to both. To 


both, according to the general current of 
events, there is the ſame ſort and the like 


meaſures of wholeſome and righteous diſtrij- 
bution in the natural fruits and conſequences 


of their virtues and theis vices. And though 


- 4 COS - 2 7 
— 2 22 —— — ¶ — 


= skähok. 
we cannot, and. ought not in the caſe 6f 
either, to infer the character from the con- 


dition; yet where, in either caſe we ſee bad 
character, and at the ſame time ſee miſchiefs 


5 and misfortunes ſteadily attending it, we are 
powerfully prompted by nature, and as it 


ſhould ſeem, fully warranted by reaſon, to 
ſtate them to ourſelves in the reciprocal rela- 
tion of provocations and of chaſtiſements. 
Both in nations and individuals, vice has a . 
natural and powerful tendency to alienate the 
divine favour from them; to enſure and to 
precipitate their ruin; and to both in the 
midft of dangers and diſtreſſes, good charac- 
ter is a living fountain of comfort and of 
hope. In the character of your country then, 
is there any thing that ſpeaks comfort to 
you? In this can you find what exiſts not in 
her cixcumſtances? You muſt remember that 
it is a Chriſtian land, that its virtues therefore 
; muſt be tried by the Chriſtian ſtandard of 
morality; and if {you know what that 
ſtandard is, you will have little heart to com- 
pare with it, what you ſec, what you hear, 
what you are told of, perhaps what you are 
conſcious of, and what you do every day. 
In the hope of deriving from that compa» 
riſon what may comfort you under the im- 
_ preſſion and the proſpect of national misfor- 


F 


SEA non. 13 


: tunes, when: with a ſerious eye one e looks 


upon the ſtrain of character that prevails 
through this country, and that is pervading 


every rank of men, to a heart, which licen- 
tious Principles or evil habits have not 


hardened, it is an humiliating and diſtreſsful 


contemplation, Where is that ſpirituality of 


mind which is the only ground whereon the 


hopes of immortality can ſtand? Is it to be 
acquired in the prevailing modes of educa- 
tion? Is it to be attained, is it to be preſerved, 


in the prevailing modes of living? Where is 


that purity, integrity, and ſobriety of man- 
ners, which are the only permanent and fer- 
tile ſources of national order, firmneſs, vi- 


gour, and proſperity? In the period of edu- 
cation are theſe virtues ordinarily acquired? 
In the intercourſes of the world, are they 


generally maintained? When the dream of 
life is over, what muſt they feel in their re- 


flections, who have ſpent it in carnality or 


levity? And when Britain's day is darkened, 

what mult they feel whoſe immoralities Aae. 
obſcured its glory, and haſtened its decline? 
Can we ſay that we are a pious, virtuous, 


ſober-minded people? When the deluge of 


calamity ſhall overwhelm us, are there many 
of us that can have comfort from ſuch a teſti- 
mony of our conſciences ? 7— Can we ſay 
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7 $ERMON, 


| that we are conformed to the i image of the 
Son of God? Can we ſay that there is 
among us a prevailing aſpiration after that 
conformity? © Tf any man have not the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt he is none of his, and yet, in 
the characters that are ordinarily to be met 
with, how little is there of that ſimilitule! 
Conformity to the world, in every ſenſe that 


you can comprehend within the terms, is the 


general character of this country, and the ſub- 
ject of its eagereſt emulations. The different 
aſpects which this character puts on, the pe- 
culiar features by which it is diverſified, and 
the variety of conduct and purſuit in which 
it iſſues and betrays itſelf, need not be de- 
{cribed to you. If it were worth the know- 


ing, you have had many occaſions of know- 
ing in what manner theſe things have im- 
preſſed my mind, and upon the ſubject I can 


ſay nothing to you but what has been ſaid by 
me again and again, and oftener. But upon 
the criminality and incorrigiblenefß of this 
evil character, I might now ſay more to you 
than I ever could have ſaid before with equal 
truth and juſtice. Were I to enter on this 
topic, what ſhould I not have to ſay of ad- 


monitions given and neglected, repeated, 
reiterated, urged, and neglected ſtill, Of 


chaſtiſements threatened and not heeded; in- 


SERMON. a 


= Aiaed, with reſerve and tenderneſs inflicted, 
RN 
yet not ſubmitted to; continued, multiplied, 
increaſed, and yet de ſtill? What 
ſhould I not have to ſay of divine mercies, 
_ patience, menaces, corrections, all equally re- 
ſiſted and abuſed? Of the arm of God ftill 
ſtretched out to you, one while in compaſ- 
ſionate remonſtrance, another while in awful 
indignation, yet ſtill to a nation alike unim- 
preſſible by lenity, and ſeverity, © to a dif- 


 _*© obedient and gain-ſaying people?” Is it 


nothing that ought to alarm and trouble us, 
that we are adding incorrigibleneſs to folly, 
and obſtinate perverſeneſs to accumulating 
_ crimes? Indeed, my friends, in the eye of diſ- 
| paſſionate ſobriety, the moſt awful of your 
proſpects, the gloomieſt of all your expecta- 
tions, lie in the deep- charged clouds that have 
long been riſing out of your impenitence. 
Through many a long year, the mercies of 
God, unequal 1 any other country that you 
can point out, appealing to the ingenuous 
principles of love and gratitude, have been 
ſoliciting your cheerful and animated duty. 
That even could not be obtained; and the mer- 
cies of God continued, with what ſucceſs you 
know, to ſolicit your a a Of late, ; "nt 
frowns of God have been intermingled with 
his ſmiles; he has not looked on Britain and 


4 . 


16 SERMON, 
her intereſts as he was wont, but ſtill, in the 
midit of judgment, he remembered mercy, 
„and mercy rejoiced againſt judgment.” 
The ſcene is darker than it was, it has ſome 
time been darkening, but if my eyes ſee tru- 
ly, in reſpect to the peculiar intereſts of this 
illand, in your memory it never was ſo dark 
before. Vet for all this, the levity of the 

people is not checked, their ſenſibility is not 

rouſed, their vices are not awed, their fear is 
not alarmed, their attention is not wakened. 

They heard not God in the ſmall ſtill voice 
of ſerene and proſperous affairs, neither do 
they ſee him, notwithſtanding all his admo- 
nitions that he is there, and not at peace with 
them, in the lowering thunder.“ Every ex- 
ertion to purify the ſources of theſe evils, 
whether in the general demerit of the com- 
munity or the peculiar vices of its legiſlature, 
fails. Every exertion to reſtrain profuſion 
and extravagance, in public as well as private 
life, of blood as well as of treaſure, fails. 
Every exertion to reduce a difterted eonſtitu- 
*» Omitted in the laſt delivery. © Every effort to retain | 
our extended territory failed. Every effort to recover 


s our loſt dominicn failed. Every effort to limit thoſe 


< loſſes failed. Eyery effort to circumſcribe the war, to 
* acquire a confederate, to preſerve a peaceful neighbour, 


s every effort failed. So it has been abroad; at home allos 
Fe every exertion,” Kc. 


"——_— 


tion fails. Every exertion in behalf of liberty, 


its eſtabliſhment, its ſecurity, and its tranſ- 


miſſion, fails. Do you love yourſelves ? But 
I will not aſk that queſtion ; for it is a very 


little time before you will have ceaſed for 


ever to have any perſonal intereſt in the con- 

dition of this country, and will have nought 
remaining to you but to bear the ſentence you 
may have merited in reſpect to the improve- 
ment or abuſe of the talents and advantages 
which in this country you have enjoyed. 
Do you love its Conſtitution? Do you love 
the ſcenes in which through many years of 
childhood, youth, and manhood, you have 
paſſed ſo peaceably and happily? Do you love 
the land where the friends you have buried are 


aſleep? Do you love the land where your 


living friends are ſome of them to ſurvive 


you! Do you ever caſt a look of wiſhful ten- 
derneſs upon thoſe who call you father? Do 


you ſometimes feel ſuch affections ſtirring in 
your breaſts? Stop yourſelf in theſe attitudes 

of mind to contemplate the circumſtances and 
the character of your country, and the con- 


nexion between theſe circumſtances and this 


character, and the awful tendencies of both, 


that under the full impreſſion of the evils that 
have laid hold on you, and are threatening 


you, you may try if you can find hope and 
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18 58 SERMON. 


comfort in the vices that have grown N up 
amidſt ſuch miſeries, in the obſtinacy that has 
continued ſuch warnings, in the impenitence 


that reſiſts ſuch chaſtiſements, and in the bold 


defiance you are giving to every ſymptom of 


approaching miſery, and to every indication 


that the face of God is ſet againſt you. Dan- 


gers are not diſſipated by demerit. Ruin is 


not retarded by advancing profligacy of prin- 


ciples and manners. In the conviction that 
the wrath which has long been mercifully 
threatened and delayed, is at length righte- 
ouſly inflicted, there is no alleviation of the 
ſuffering. The parent of hope, is not fin. 


In the conſciouſneſs of unrepented guilt, and 


the aggravations that attend it, there is no- 
thing loothing or conſolatory. Repentance, it 
is true, though your ſins had been as ſcarlet, 
would have made them white as ſnow.” 
Though you had ſinned with a high hand, 
yet if you had turned you at his rebuke, and 
humbled yourſelves under the mighty hand 


of God, you would have had at leaſt the 
comforts of a good conſcience, and the beſt 
hope you could procure yourſelves, that in 
due time God would lift you up.“ 


WIXV, you have humbled yourſelves in the 


| fight of God; you have turned to him with 


2 


. faſting, and with weeping, and with mourn- 
ing; ſeveral times by royal proclamation 


have ye humbled yourſelves, you and your 


king. Yet for all this His anger is not 
e turned away, but his band 3 is ſtretched out 
« ill,” What are. the oblations of the 
wicked ? Vain oblations. Of their ſupplica- 
tions, who turn away their ear from hearing 
the law, what hope is there? Their prayers : 


are an abomination. Is this the faſt,” 
_ faith God, * which I have choſen, that a man 
© ſhould afflict his ſoul for a day; 1s it to 
„bow down the head like a bulruſh, and to 


5 ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes for his couch. 
* Is not this the faſt that I have choſen? To 
© looſe the bands of wickedneſs? To undo the 


heavy burdens? To deliver thoſe that are 
* eruſhed by violence? And break every 


| « yoke? Is it not to wath you ? to make you 

clean? to put away the evil of your doings 

4 from before mine eyes? to ceaſe from doing 
* evil? and to learn to do well?“ Such only, = 


are the humiliations that God accepts; but 


who faſts thus? Where are they, whoſe days of 

penitence, under a lively feeling of the national 
demerit and their own, are ſpent in unaffected 
humiliations before God, or in any meaſure 
appropriated to the examination and cor- 
rection of themſelves? Where are they who 
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faſt ttz ?* What are words without mean- 
ing? What are vows, without performance? 


What are the expreſſions and the acts of peni: 


tence and contrition, without the fruits of re- 
5 r* and of reformation? «Tis iniquity 
4 even the ſolemn meeting.” Such are the 
faſts of Britain. The charge is heavy I ac- 
knowledge; and the former proof of it is 
not adducible ; yet notwithſtanding this, Iam 
perſuaded you will not diſpute with me that 
the charge is juſt, What the character of this 
country was, it is: Not all the viſitations of 
Divine Providence, not all its own humilia- 
tions have in any one inſtance, of the vices 
that it practiſeth, or in any one inſtance of 
the duties it neglecteth, produced in the 
ſmalleſt degree even the hope of its amend- 
ment. The notoriety of the fact, precludes 
all argument on the ſubject; and I am per- 
ſuaded, that there is not in the land a man fo 
credulous as to think, that for our dangers or 
our devotions, we are at all the better people: 
And if not the better, certainly the worſe; 
more criminal and more incurable. In pro- 


* Omitted in the laſt delivery. Not on this fide the 5 
e weſtern- ocean; on the other, more inſtant dangers, and 
* more poignant ſufferings concur with better principles 
and better manners to render their devotion. leſs _ 
“ formal, and their profeſſions of A more ſin⸗ 

& cere. * | 
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| feſſing eottrictions that we have not, ert is | 
nothing meritorious, nor is there innocence 

in reſiſting and ſtifling convictions that we 

have. To implore forgiveneſs on impeni- 
| tence, is an inſult upon HIM who is glorious 


in holineſs: And to pray for reformation, and 


continue careleſs and unreforming, is an inſult 
| equally audacious. Can any ſerious and ju- 
dicious man deem theſe things trivial? Oo 
they caſt nothing into the ſcale of our de- 


merits and our dangers ? Is religion and the 


awful object of religion to be trifled with? 
| Are its ſervices to be ſported with? Are its 
ſolemnities to be celebrated from principles of 
_ euſtom, of curioſity, of party, and merely for 


the amuſement of the hour? God have 
| mercy on the man who thinks ſo, and bring 
him to a better mind. Theſe things, my bre- 


thren, ought not ſo to be. There is nothing 
in them laudable, or comfortable, or hopeful. 


The language of your character, and of the 


aggravations that attend it, is the ſame with 
the language of your circumſtances, of your 


_ dangers, and misfortunes. Your vices, un- 


corrected and incorrigible, ſay it to you even 


in a more indtgnant and a heart-ſinking tone, 


That the anger of God is not turned away, 
but that his hand is ſtretched out Kill,” 
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5 They are at once, an argument and an 
inſtance, of oy: Hare diſpleaſure. 


To. what then 4 all theſe thingy prompt 


us? TWO or three inferences are ſuggeſted by 
them ſo plainly and ſo powerfully, that it is 
hardly pothble they ſhould eſcape any one. 


Te the: wrath: of God is lowering on us, 


_ furely it were wiſe that we ſhould avert it; 


for“ who can ſtand in his ſight when once 


| he is angry?” In all her glory and her 


ſtrength, when the nations envied her pro- 


ſperity and wondered at her greatneſs, could 
Britain have contended with her Maker? She 


could not have upheld a conteſt againſt the 


| feebleſt enemy that God commiſſioned and 
_ eſpouſed. Peace with God is the beſt of all 
_ bleſſings; it implies in it peace of conſcience, 


and carries with it the aſſurance that all 


things f {hail work together for our good. 


e ee that h the 
effect of the divine diſpleaſure our ſituation 
is not what it were to be wiſhed by us that it 
ſhould be, we may, it is permitted us, we 
ought, it is our duty, to make it ſuch if we 


can. The power, if we have it, is veſted 
| with us for the purpole.. It! Is not ſupine hu- 


miliation 4 RE 7 JE devotion, kvwcies fe- 
rious and ſincere, that can extricate and re- 
ſtore us. The deliverances that he wiſhes, 
and the bleſſings that he wants, do not fly 
Spontaneouſly to the virtuous man. You can- 


not ſurely think, that the in/tant reformation 


of your country, if this were a hope that 
could be entertained, would inſtantly be fol- 
lowed with peace, ſecurity, and proſperity. 


The means which lead to the object you 
aſpire after, would ftill remain to be ſought, 
and furniſhed, and applied, with wiſdom, 
with vigour, with firmneſs, with patient per- 
feverance, and with devout regard to God as 
the controuler of events, as the fountain of 


power, and the giver of every good gift. 
Every diſorder, every danger, whether fo- 


reign or domeſtic, may be, and ought to be, 
corrected and repelled. The meaneſt may 


do ſomething towards it; but all that the 
united powers of every rack can do, without 


the divine Nane will not proſper. 


Tur moſt perfect repentance will not cer- 
tainly enſure ſucceſs with reſpect to any pe- 

culiar object either of private or of national 
proſperity; but impenitence will moſt cer- 
tainly preclude God's bleſſing. No man will 
conteſt the doctrine, that our beſt hope 1 is in 
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„Ang to the Lord our God. —T his is our 


| beſt hope: But this hope we ſhall not attain. 

WMe ſhall not return to the Lord our God. 

We ſhall not amend our character. We ſhall 
my conciliate his favour. 


8 you „ account for ſo 
ominous a preſage? Surely I may plead a 
right to ſay what I believe upon the ſubject; 


1 will obey that call, and I will give you 


the account you aſk, in the nervous language 
of a ſevere, but honeſt and intelligent hiſto- 
rian“*, who in this reſpect, like us, fell upon 
evil times: Of thoſe times, he ſays, Cor- 


L ®* rumpere et corrumpi, ſeculum vocatur.“ So 


wie may ſay of theſe; To corrupt and to 
pe corrupted, is the way of the world.“ I 


find this idea ſo excellently and ſo appoſitelyx 


unfolded by a very able writer of a much 
more modern period, himſelf no mean hiſto- 
 rian, that I will give the illuſtration of it . 
though not in his own language, nor pre- 
cilely in his own terms, yet in the ſenſe and 
ſpirit of the paſſage; for thus perhaps I ſhall 
give it moſt agreeably and inoffenſively. If 
any man, ſays he, preſume to condemn 
ſeduction and adultery, he will be told im- 
mediately, that ſuch is the way of the 


* Tacitus de Mor. Ca: ſec. 19. 
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world. If 1 cenſure intemperate arid 
luxurious ſelf-indulgence, there is always 
| ſomebody at hand with the apology, that 


5 ſuch is the way of the world. If he diſap- 


prove the practice of ſending youth, yet un- 
formed and raw into the army and to mili- 
tary ſervice, in that ſchool and in thoſe 


ſcenes to be trained to the facility of com- 
mitting any thing whatever, the reply meets 


him inſtantly, that it 1s the way of the world. 
If any one expreſſes his aſtoniſhment at the 
inſatiable eagerneſs with which the clergy 
watch and ſcramble for preferments, it is the 


way of the world. If he diſcover his ſurpriſe 


or indignation at the inordinate keenneſs 


and the endleſs perſeverance with which 


men, whoſe lives are ſo ſhort and ſo uncer- 
tain, purſue the wealth of this world; at the 
illicit practices, at the unequal and une 5 


contracts by which they make their gain; he 


is immediately conſidered'as a poor, ſimple, 
well-meaning creature, who knows. nothing 
of mankind, and ſtill, it is the way of the 
world. In ſhort, ſays this honeſt writer, 
there is neither error, folly, vice, nor crime, 


which we do not cover and adorn with the 


veil of faſhion, We have learnt to laugh at 


wickedneſs, and to deceive and flatter our- 


{elves and one another in the practice of it; 


46 SERMON. 
corrupting and corrupted, we go on circum- 

ſeribing the national criminalty and guilt, 
within narrower and ftill narrower limits, 

till hardly any ſuch thing - remains; we caſt 
our vices from ourſelves, upon the age, and : 
. then my are not ſin, but iaſhiog, = | 


| Int this Ane though 4 it was drawn * 


another country and another age, it muſt be 


a very undiſcerning or inobſervant eye, that 


perceives not the likeneſs of our own: And 
if ſuch be the complexion of the times, there 


are no omens of repentance here, A more 
complete, alarming, or incurable corruption 


of moral principle cannot eaſily be conceived 
than that which ſubſtitutes the fear of man, 


inſtead of the fear of God, and puts cuſtom 


in the chair of conſcience. On ſuck charac- 
ters I would not urge the doctrine of Chriſt 
and his apoſtles: it is well known by them 
that the Chriſtian doErine ſpeaks no comfort 

to ſuch characters; and the Chriſtian doctrine, 

it is the faſhion to trample under foot. Up 

on this ſubject they would hear more wil- 


lingly, perhaps, a polite and faſhionable man, 


who was a courtier as well as a philoſopher. 


When once,” ſays he, © thoſe evil practices, 


% which in better days being called evil, were 


% abaſhed, abhorred, and ſhunned, come at 
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„ jength to loſe their name, and to be the 
tone of the times, no longer out of coun- 
« tenance or out of favour but conformed to 
and aſpired after, the hope of reformation 
ce is over. There are no principles remain- 
« ing upon which remedies may act, or no 
_ © remedies which can reach the principles 
© that remain.” Such are the ſentiments of 
an ancient writer well acquainted with hu- 
man nature and with human life; and I am 
perſuaded that you have none of you any 
doubt that his ſentiments are juſt and true. 
If fo, what hope can you entertain of the re- 
formation of this country? What is there ſo 
irreconcilable with religious ſentiment, with 
ftri& integrity, with domeſtic obligation, with 
| perſonal dignity, with profeſſional decorum, 
with common prudence, which the general 
faſhion that tends to level all ranks, or that 
which is peculiar to each rank, has not intro- 
_ duced and ſanctified? Any thing, every thing, 
is facrificed at the ſhrine of cuſtom. Who- 
ever hears the queſtion, What 1s duty ? what 
is juſt? what is right? what is proper and 
becoming? The inquiry is not, what ſhould 
be done, but what is done. What others 
think, and what others do, is the ſupreme 
and univerſal law. It is an awkward ſhame to 


mind what God and duty call for. It is A 
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petulant as well as ſelf. applauding triumph to 
have acquired in this line of excellence 
magnanimity which others have not yet at- 
tained to. The profeſſion and the patronage 
of what is known to be falſe; the practice and 
the encouragement of what is known to be 
evil; ſhyneſs and ſhame of what is honoura- 
ble; unreſerved, if not boaſtful avowal, of 
whar' is ſhameful, are features that are grow- 
ing to prodigious ſize in the character of this 
country; of which, if it is not yet altogether 
true in the whole comprehenſion of the 
terms, it is every day becoming more true, 
that all men are unanimous to do, what all 
men are unanimous to condemn! With theſe 
little pitiable ſlaves of this tyrannic principle, 
you may remonſtrate; they admit the juſtneſs 
of your remonſtrances : You may argue; they 
admit the legitimacy of your reaſonings: You 
may warn them; they admit the evil tenden- 
cy of their ſentiments and their conduct; and 
what more? Nothing. So cool, ſedate, ma- 
lignant, and depraving is the ſeducing ſpirit 
| which they ſerve, that of all their convictions 
and confeſſions no correction comes. The 
language is, indeed it foould be, 'tis pity, but 
it cannot be done. | 


nas © 
In ſuch a ſtate of moral principle, 18 thieks | 


5 any hope of reformation and repentance? 


Repent? Nobody repents! Repent of what? 
Reform? nobody refornis! Reform what? 
Repent of and reform what all the world has 


done, and continues doing !——The way of 


| the world when it comes to lie in being cor= 
rupted and corrupting, has ruined many a 
eountry, and it will ruin this : 3's For though 
hand join in hand, iniquity will not go un- 
* puniſhed. ” Sin is a baleful plant, the fruits 
of which are bitter, and the very neigh- 
bourhood of it noxious. The evil conſe- 
quences of vice preſs hard upon her foot- 
ſteps. National depravation muſt iſſue in 
national diſtreſs; Britain has no better hope 
from her apoſtate children If they are un- 
impreſſible by the conſequences of their vices 
to themſelves in the world to come, what 


| ground is there to expect that they ſhould 


have any feeling for the influences of them 
upon her proſperity in this? That, however, 
is comparatively a very little thing. Eternal 
things are of real moment. Britain is not the 

country where your greateſt intereſts lie: 
Though ſhe ſhould be caſt down into de- 
ſtruction, her conſtitution over-turned, her 
laws laid dormant, your rights extinguiſhed, 
and all the bleſſings that adorn her blaſted, 
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in the revolutions to. which ſublunary things . 


are continually ſubject, her priſtine ' glory 


may revive: No generation of her children 
could deſpair ſo far, as to deem their calami- 


ties without end and without hope! Under 


any. government, in any circumſtances, in 
bondage, penury, and wretchedneſs, duty 


may be done; the friendſhip of God conci- 


lated, and glory, honour, and immortality, 
acquired, In the ruin of your country there 
would ſtill remain to you that which, if ye 


were wiſe enough to avail yourſelves of „ 
would make the loſs of every bleſſing, whoſe 


period is threeſcore years and ten, a- matter of 
very ſmall account. Such are my ideas: it 
may be, you do not think ſo. In a ſick room, 
on a death bed, when the glare of this. 
world's vanities is darkened, and its noiſy le- 
vities are ſtill, you will feel the truth of ſuch 
aſſertions; or, if you do not feel it then, at 


the laſt tribunal you will feel it. The ruin, 


which in ruining your country, your follies 
will then be found to have brought upon 


your own ſouls, will leave you no doubt up- 
on this en 


3 To 65 yourſelves, to live for ever above 
the reach of injuries and ſorrows, you ſhould 
need no perſuaſion. Do this, redeem your- 
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{elves from: that final ruin, and you will hive 
_ done. ſomething to redeem, if TI it 1 re- 
" this wy we nation. 0 4 


Wag nal you may Now „ think; beet N 
you will learn, that there were duties which 
you owed. your country, and that ye had 
more intereſt in the faithful diſcharge of 
| thoſe duties, to whatever ſingularities they 


might have led you, than in the conformities 


to which ye ſacrifice them, however credit- 
able and pleaſurable the pre-eminences to 
which thoſe ewhlormiticn Nags vou. 


"Wann the day of life 3 is cloſed; FEY this | 
ſeed-time of human being is over, when thoſe 
hopes are dead to which no reſurreQion is 
vouchſafed; then you will know, that it was 
the fear of God which ſhould have been your 
rule of conduct, and the. favour of God, 
which ſhould have been the object of your 
purſuit. Then you will remember how 
God required it, how your country aſked it, 
and your own ſouls implored it, at your hands. 
* Oh do not wait till a ſcene like this has over- 
taken you! ſuffer ye the word of exhortation 
now! be wiſe, underſtand this, and conſider 
your latter end! I 
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(per FR the 1 of 6 God diese is a time A 


fined, beyond which you can do nothing for 


your country, and nothing for yourſelves. 
Oh that thou hadſt known in this thy day 


the things that belonged unto thy peace“? 

I need not tell you from whom this lamenta- 
tion came, as he ſtood upon the top of Oli- 
vet and looked down and wept over the 
land of his nativity. A wiſe man would not 
make his own ſoul the ſubject of ſuch a la- 
mentation -A kind man would not make 
his country the ſubject of ſuch a lamenta- 
tion !—A liberal enemy would not put either 
. into o ſuch. a circumſtance do not gk os 


— 2 


